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HEALTH CARE COVERAGE ONE- 
SIDED 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, yesterday, The New York Times, 
the Washington Post and the Los Ange-
les Times each featured a news story 
about President Obama’s trip to Mis-
souri to promote his health care plan. 
Combined, the three articles feature 16 
quotes from individuals who support 
the administration’s plan compared to 
just two quotes from those opposing it. 
This is a high level of bias considering 
that most Americans oppose the health 
care proposal and about two-thirds of 
Americans want Congress to start over 
and get it right. 

The national media continue to be an 
unpaid public relations firm for this 
administration’s health care scheme. 
To restore their credibility, the na-
tional media should give Americans 
the facts on health care, not just the 
administration’s opinions. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3650, HARMFUL ALGAL 
BLOOMS AND HYPOXIA RE-
SEARCH AND CONTROL AMEND-
MENTS ACT OF 2010 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1168 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1168 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 3650) to establish a 
National Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia 
Program, to develop and coordinate a com-
prehensive and integrated strategy to ad-
dress harmful algal blooms and hypoxia, and 
to provide for the development and imple-
mentation of comprehensive regional action 
plans to reduce harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. In lieu 
of the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on 
Science and Technology now printed in the 
bill, the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in part A of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution shall be considered as adopted. The 
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. 
All points of order against provisions of the 
bill, as amended, are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill, as amended, and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology; (2) the amendment 
printed in part B of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules, if offered by Representative 
Flake of Arizona or his designee, which shall 
be in order without intervention of any point 
of order except those arising under clause 9 
or 10 of rule XXI, shall be considered as read, 
shall be separately debatable for 10 minutes 

equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, and shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion; and (3) one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Maine is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DREIER). All time yielded during con-
sideration of this rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous materials into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maine? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, the resolution pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 3650, the 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Amendments Act of 
2009, under a structured rule. 

The resolution waives all points of 
order against consideration of the bill 
except those arising under clause 9 or 
10 of rule XXI. The resolution provides 
1 hour of debate on the bill. The resolu-
tion provides that in lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Science Committee, 
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in the Rules Committee 
report shall be considered as adopted. 

The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as read. The rule waives all points 
of order against the bill, as amended. 
The resolution makes in order the 
amendment printed by the Rules Com-
mittee report if offered by Representa-
tive FLAKE or a designee. The resolu-
tion waives all points of order against 
the amendment except those arising 
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The 
resolution provides one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions. 

Madam Speaker, harmful algal 
blooms, or HABs, are a growing prob-
lem along U.S. coasts and they impact 
almost every coastal district. Some 
algae, like red tide, produce toxins that 
contaminate shellfish and shut down 
shellfish beds to local harvesters. 

Severe red tide blooms can be harm-
ful to tourism across the country. 
When red tide affects an area, people 
can’t go in the water, seafood isn’t 
bought and sold, and stores and hotels 
along the coast are empty. 

Over the past few decades, harmful 
algae have begun to bloom more fre-
quently and with greater intensity. 
HABs are one of the most complex and 
economically significant coastal man-
agement challenges facing the Nation. 

We know that algae growth is influ-
enced by a number of factors, including 
light, water temperature, salinity, and 

nutrient availability, but the factors 
that drive outbreaks like red tide are 
not understood as well, and additional 
efforts are needed to monitor, control, 
prevent, and mitigate these outbreaks. 

A professor at the University of 
Maine has done research that shows 
that the blooms start offshore and are 
blown towards shore by easterly winds. 
This sounds simple enough; yet in the 
field of red tide research, this was 
groundbreaking work. 

Addressing HABs on a national level 
requires a coordinated approach that 
involves a number of Federal agencies, 
including the EPA and NOAA. The un-
derlying bill oversees the development 
and implementation of regional re-
search and action plans to help coastal 
managers understand and deal with 
HAB outbreaks. 

New England, and Maine in par-
ticular, have been especially hard hit 
by outbreaks. Severe red tide events 
occurred in 4 of the last 5 years, caus-
ing tens of millions of dollars in lost 
income to shellfish harvesters. 

The shellfish industry is vital to the 
Maine economy, Madam Speaker. Over 
2,000 harvesters and dealers depend di-
rectly on access to healthy shellfish 
beds to make their living and support 
their families. Maine’s Department of 
Marine Resources estimates total an-
nual economic value of the shellfish in-
dustry in Maine to be about $50 mil-
lion. 

Last spring and summer, the shell-
fish industry in Maine was shut down 
because of severe red tide bloom. At its 
peak, the density of the red tide toxin 
was nearly 100 times the federally man-
dated quarantine level and closed 97 
percent of the State’s shellfish beds 
and 100 percent of the offshore beds in 
Federal waters. Many shellfish har-
vesters were stuck on land for months 
with nowhere to go. This all occurred 
during the peak of the tourist season, 
and the results were devastating. 

Coastal families rely on the income 
generated during the short summer 
months to carry them through Maine’s 
long, cold winters; and the timing 
could have not have been worse for 
these hardworking harvesters. Not 
only were they missing out on the best 
time to sell their product, but they had 
no way of knowing when it would be 
okay to return to the mudflats. The 
uncertainty made it impossible to 
know whether to look for other em-
ployment or to wait and see if the next 
week would bring clear water. 

Predictions for 2010 indicate that it 
could be an even worse year for red tide 
in the Gulf of Maine. According to a re-
cent NOAA report, the cysts that cause 
red tide are at some of the highest lev-
els ever measured, 60 percent higher 
than what was observed in the sedi-
ments prior to the historic red tide of 
2005. 

While red tide in Maine is a coastal 
issue, HABs are increasingly occurring 
in our inland lakes and rivers. Blue- 
green algae blooms in some Midwest 
lakes and the Great Lakes have killed 
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